In Germany however, much has been published regarding it ; and, from the nature of its progress?from its severity, and its special characters, it is a malady deserving a place in our nosological tables. M The second incisor and the third molar teeth, on the right side, were removed, to leave space for the action of the chain-saw on each side, beyond the limits of the disease. The incisions through the lip by the knife, and through the alveolar sockets by the chain-saw, were performed in a manner similar to that which many here present have seen lately adopted in the former case of Macdonnell; but, as the tumour was smaller, the operation was by so much the less severe in this case of Dunne, which we are here describing. Considerable constitutional disturbance immediately followed 011 the operation, which had been necessarily a very painful one. The most prominent symptoms, three liours'after it, were?extreme mental depression and despond-passed away. The incision through the lip united by the first intention, and was healed on the third day, when the hare-lip pins were withdrawn; the remainder of the wound suppurated. In a week after the operation, the patient left his bed, and his former cheerfulness returned; and, from this period, the progress of the case towards complete recovery was very rapid. In four weeks, the wound was completely cicatrized, with but little deformity.
Feb. 9.?Six weeks and a half after the operation, he felt himself so perfectly recovered, that he left the hospital for the country.
The portion of the lower jaw which was removed was about two inches in length, and measures an inch and a half in depth. The tumour (as seen from this cast taken of it) had somewhat of a globular form, but projected more on the external side, towards the cheek, than internally towards the mouth; it was elastic, and yielded to the pressure of the fingers. On even the external view of the portion amputated, it was evident it consisted of a multilocular cystic tumour, for the mucous membrane which covered it was here and there raised up into small, little-rounded eminences, the size of peas. Some were double this size; a few were of a purple colour, a hue which dissection proved to have been derived from coagulated blood and coloured serum, which some of the thin transparent bony cells contained. When the mucous membrane was removed, and the whole tumour subjected to further dissection and maceration, it was found that the basis ( fig. 1, D The inferior .dental nerve (Fig. 1, C ) and vessels were found placed beneath the lowest part of the cystic tumour; indeed, the superior wall of the dental canal had been absorbed, and was thus converted into a gutter or groove, in which the dental nerve lay. The branches which had run from the trunk of the nerve to the lower point of the fangs of each tooth could not be traced through the morbid mass, and were most probably destroyed. The roots of the teeth were, widely separated from the nerve by the interposition of the whole of the cystic tumour. In short, the trunk of the inferior dental nerve, exposed in its canal, seemed to have been compressed between the lowest part of the cystic tumour which overlaid it, and the hollow of the upper part of the basis (Fig. 1, D) Multilocular bony cysts of jaw, with fluid contents.
